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By CHRISTOPHER HANSON,
in WASHINGTON

Theyare

a
metreand

a
bittallwith

huge eyes and largebubble-

shapedheads.They come from
acrossthe galaxyand theymay be plan-

ningto kidnap you.
Fortyyearsafterthethefirstwaveof

"flyingsaucer"sightings,the topicof vis-
itorsfromouterspaceis heatingup again

in the US and saucerbuffssay
creatures

liketheseare the
advance-guard

of an
alien civilisationstudyingmankind.

Althoughtheirclaimsare branded
absurdby manyin the

scientific communi-

ty, three respectedpublishinghouses
haveairedthemin Budd

Hopkins's
In-

truders(RandomHouse),LightYears
by Gary Kinder(AtlanticMonthly
Press),and Communionby Whitley

Strieber (Morrow).

"Thisisn'ta kookbook,it'sserious

and responsible," Elisabeth Scharlatt,

RandomHouseeditorof
Intruders,

said.
It is also

financially successful,

as are
the othertwo,

publishers

say.Theyare
sellingvery well.

Supposedly officialdocuments citing
mysterious"unidentified flying objects,"

or UFOs,havealsobeen
circulated

in
supportof the

believers'

casein recent

months.
Scepticssay these documentsare

hoaxes, but UFO
researchers insistthey

are evidenceof a "cosmicWatergate"

in
whichthe US

Government, seeking to
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avoidpanic,has concealedvisitsby
spacealiens.

Hopkins, the authorof
Intruders,

told
a recent

internationalconferenceon
UFOsthatin

researching

his bookhe
had

interviewed

more than 140 people

who claimedto havebeenabductedby
aliensand takenintospaceships.

Theysaidtheyhad been
subjected

to
medicalexperimentsand returnedto
Earthafterhoursof beingstudiedand
prodded.

However, sciencewriterPhillipKlass
saidthatmonthsago he had offered

$US 10,000 (about $14,300)
to any "vic-

tim"who
reported

his
kidnapping

to the
FederalBureauof

Investigation, provid-

ed the FBI
confirmed

the claim.No one
accepted.

Scharlali of Random House"said the
alleged abducteeswere not publicity

seekers.Mostfelt
stigmatised

by the ex-
perienceand refusedto let theirnames
be used.

She saidshe was a UFO
sceptic herself

but was convincedby Hopkins'smanu-
scriptthat "somethingis

happening".

Hopkins said that,before
publishing,

he
compileddetailsfrom storiesof sup-
posed abductees,

who had nevermet ex-
cept for casesinvolvingfamilies.

Mostsaidtheircaptorshad
inserted

a
largeneedlewitha metalballon theend
intotheirnoses,not a detaildozensof
peoplewere likelyto fabricateindepen-

dently,
he said.

Drawings
of the aliensdoneafterhyp-

nosiswerealsoquitesimilar,he said,
displaying several sketches. Each depict
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largeovalslantingeyes,a tinynose,and
thin,delicatelips,uncannilylike "aliens"

millionssaw in the filmClose Encoun-

tersof the Third Kind.

Anothersourceof UFO
controversy

is
a document,distributed

at the confer-

ence,whichrefersto a strangeaircraft

crashnear Roswell,New Mexico,40
yearsago.

The document,dated November18,
1952,purports

to be a
briefing

for Presi-

dent-elect Dwight Eisenhower

by a secret
government team probingUFO reports.

"On 7 July,1947,a secretoperation

was begunto assure recovery
of the

wreckage
for

scientific study,"it says.
"Aerial reconnaissancediscovered

that four small
human-like beingshad

apparently ejectedfrom the craftbefore
it

exploded
... All fourweredeadand

had badly decomposed

... A specialsci-
entificteamtookchargeof removing

these bodiesfor study."

UFO researcherJaime Shanderasaid

he got the documentfrom
intelligence

sourcesin 1984.

SciencewriterKlasssaid the paper
was a hoax, riddled with

inconsistencies.

For example,he said,
Eisenhower

was
ArmyChiefof Staffin 1947and would

surelyhave knownaboutand recalled

sucha
discovery.

The Armyfirst
reported

a "flying disc"

had crashednear Roswell,thensaidit
was reallya weatherballoon.

Jesse Marcell,who
investigated

the
crashas an Army

intelligence major,told
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reporters

in 1985,"It was
definitely

not a
weatherballoon.It was an

aircraft."

He saidthe craftwas madeof
material

as thinas tinfoilthatwas
virtually

weightless

but couldnot be bent.

Klasssaidthe
supposed craftwas in

facta
radar-testing

devicethathad been
hoistedaloftby a

balloon.

At the
conference, researchers distrib-

uted other documents,releasedunder
America'sFreedomof InformationAct,
referringto

mysterious
swiftaircraftthat

supposedly intrudedat US militarybases
in

1975,1980
and 1981.

A 1981 Pentagon document referred

to
intrusions

at a weaponsresearchsite
at Kirtland Air ForceBase,New Mexico.

"[A guard] observeda rounddisc
shapedobject," it said."...As he ap-
proachedon footarmedwitha shotgun,

the objecttookoff in a
verticaldirection

at a highrateof
speed.

Theguardwasa
former helicopter mechanicin the US
Armyand statedthe

object...

was not a

— Reuter


